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field to victory, and almost equally remarkable as admin-
istrators and statesmen. This succession of a single fam-
ily, father and son, for ten generations without a break,
culminating in the greatest of them, Suleiman the Mag-
nificent, is quite without precedent or example in history.
The Othman family were pure Turks in their origin. But
the Turkish blood was very soon diluted. The mothers of
future Sultans were either captives taken by corsairs or
slaves bought on account of their beauty.'7
Chief among the causes for the decline of the Ottoman
Empire may be reckoned the degeneracy of the later
Sultans and the unhealthy harem influences. In the ac-
customed sense, the Sultan did not marry. The female
members of the harem were slaves, therefore there were
no Turkish women among them for no Turk can be slave.
Four inmates, after bearing a child to the Padishah,
might be accorded the title of Kadin, or full wives: and
the mother of the first child was called Bash Kadin Ef-
fendi, or chief wife. The Sultan's mother, the Valideh
Sultan, has occupied a special position in the harem above
that of any of his wives. No pure Turkish aristocracy
was possible since the ruler's mother was never a Turk.
This mixture of races may have had nothing to do with
the deterioration of the reigning house, but certain it is
that the Sultans of the past few hundred years, who suc-
ceeded the early able sovereigns, have been with rare
exception weak, profligate, and tyrannical, giving them-
selves over more largely to the pleasures of the harem
than to the performance of duty. Along with the Sultan,
the harems themselves have been run by favorites and
cliques who instigated corruption and intrigue in every
branch of private and public life.
A second reason for the Ottoman decline has been the
lack of any large benefits conferred by the descendants
of the conquering Turks, who have ruled by the sword.
Little thought has been given to the building of public

